SAFEGUARDING POLICY FOR THERAPEUTIC PLAY SERVICES 2022
The purpose of the policy:
· To provide protection for the children and young people who receive therapeutic play services from Catriona Irvine and Therapeutic Play Services.
· To provide staff, colleagues and volunteers with guidance on procedures they should adopt in the event that they suspect a child or young person may be experiencing or be at risk of harm.
This policy applies to any staff, volunteers, agency staff, students or anyone working on behalf of or in connection with the therapeutic services that Catriona Irvine of Therapeutic Play Services provides.
I, Catriona Irvine, Certified Play Therapist trading as Therapeutic Play Services believe that it is always unacceptable for a child or young person to experience abuse of any kind and I recognise my responsibility to safeguard the welfare of all children and young people, by a commitment to practice which protects them.
 I recognise that:
· the welfare of the child/young person is paramount
· all children, regardless of age, disability, gender, racial heritage, religious belief, sexual orientation or identity, have the right to equal protection from all types of harm or abuse
· working in partnership with children, young people, their parents, carers and their agencies are essential in promoting young people’s welfare
I will seek to safeguard children and young people by:
· Valuing them, listening to them and respecting them.
· Adopting child protection guidelines provided by Bristol County Council  https://bristolsafeguarding.org/policies-and-guidance
· Sharing information about child protection and good practice with children, parents, colleagues, staff and volunteers.
· Sharing information about concerns with agencies that need to know and involving parents and children appropriately.  
· Maintaining a current DBS certificate registered with www.gov.uk/dbs
· Keeping up to date with current national safeguarding practices,  such as Keeping Children Safe in Education (Sept 2021)
I am committed to reviewing my policy and good practice every 2 years. (last review date January 2022)
I will access regular safe guarding training.  Last training accessed run by Bristol City Council October 2019
Complaints Procedure
If you have a concern or a complaint against Catriona Irvine and feel you are unable to speak directly to Catriona, BAPT have an official complaints procedure which you can access via their website at  http://www.bapt.info/contact-us/complain/ 
